I agree with Drs N Chan and M Silverman (December 1989; 44:1059) that the FEV,5and FEV0 75 are more useful indices of lung function than the FEV, in children.
The FEVO75 is a valid measure in both children and adults, whereas the FEVy is not a valid measure in many normal children, who expel the whole of the FVC in less than one second. Drs Chan and Silverman found this to occur in 29',, of their 120 healthy 7 year olds, and Dr D P Strachan (December 1989; 44:1059) found only 1.90o of his sample to contain wheezy children. In an earlier study of normal schoolchildren this occurred in about 20",.' The FEV, in AUTHORS' REPLY Dr Kennedy appears to have misinterpreted the nature of the sample described in my paper (June 1989; 44:474-9 
